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SUBJECT*  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (MACV/RCS/J3/32) 


THRU* 


vision 


1st  Infant] 
ATTOj 

SO  Forces 


TO*  Commander 

US  Military  Assistance  Command  Vietnam 

ATTN*  J321 

APO  U3  Forces  9^243 


1.  NAME  AND  TYPE  OF  OPERATION*  Operation  COCOA  BE^CII  -  Search 
and  Destroy. 

2.  DATES  OF  OPERATION »  030700  March  19 66  -  061600  March  19 66. 

3.  LOCATION*  BINH  DUONG  Province  and  B3?  CAT  District  XT7948  - 
XT7940  -  XT7040  -  XT7048  (Overlay  attached  as  Appendix  1), 

4.  COMMAND  HEADQUARTERS*  Headquarters  3d  Brigade  let  Infantry 
Division. 

5.  UNIT  C0MMANDER3* 

Colonel  'William  D  Brodbeck,  CO  3d  Brigade 
Lt  Col  George  M  Shuffer,  Jr,  CO  2/2  Infantry 
Lt  Col  William  S  Lober,  Jr,  CO  1/1 6  Infantry 
Lt  Col  Kyle  W  Bowie,  CO  2/28  Infantry 
Lt  Col  Frank  R  Tima,  CO  2/33  Artillery 

6.  TASK  ORGANIZATION* 

Headquarters  3d  Brigade 

2/2  Infantry 

l/l6  Infantry 

2/28  Infantry 

2/33  Artillery  (D0) 

B  Btry  2/32  Artillery 
D  Btry  8/6  Artillery 
D  Company  1st  Ehgr  Bn 

7.  SUPPORTING  FORCES* 
a.  Artillery* 

(l)  Size  of  Force*  3  *ix  gun  105mm  howitzer  batteries 
and  Headquarters  Battery  2/33  Artillery f  D  Battery  {3  inch  howitzer 
SP)  8/6  Artillery  1  and  B  Battery  (I75nm  howitzer  SP)  2/32  Artillery, 
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defensive  concentrations  fired  in  around  the  2/28  Infantry  perimeter,  inten¬ 
sive  harassing  and  interdictory  fires  were  employed  around  the  2/28  Infantry 
perimeter  durlrg  th  hov-e  of  darknc an.  On  .  March  r-triinuous  fire  support 
was  provided  to  the  2/28  Infantry  during  their  search  and  destroy  operations. 
Check  rounds  were  fired  on  the  aefensivc  concentrations  around  the  2/28  Infantry 
perimeter  and  H4I  fires  employed  during  the  hour  a  of  darkness.  On  5  March  at 
0600  lours  the  battaLlon  FpC  answered  calls  for  fire  from  the  artillery  FO's  * 
with  the  2/28*  Inf  art  try  0745  hours  t  e  aerial  F0  arrived  over  the  battle 

area  and,  in  conjunct  inn  with  the  grounc  FO's,  continued  to  adjust  artillery 
fire  the  remainder  of  the  day.  At  090'  hours  D  Bt  ry  8/  6  Artillery  and  D  and 
C  Batteries  2/3°  Artillery  fired  prorogation  fires  around  T.Z  BLUiS  (IT735465) 
to  be  utilized  by  the  1/16  Infantry.  On  060900  hours  March  all.  batteries  fired 
preparatory  fir-rc  on  I£  iu<0  (Xi‘70743,*)  to  be  utilized  by  the  2/2  Infantry.  Con¬ 
tinuous  artillery  support,  on  cill,  was  provided  as  the  infantry  battalion* 
policed  the  bat". 3 a  a- 

(3)  Ha  suits:  iinemy  losses  attributed  to  artillery  fire  are  75  MA 
by  body  count. 

(4)  Summary  of  Hounds  Fired: 

lCfmra  2230  rds  39  tore 

0  in  ih  94  rds  9.5  to>s 

XTjwx  1C  rds  _ la  0  t.  no 

TOTAL:  2334  rds  590  torn 

b,  A'!'-"v  *t1  'itlrr  '■ 

(.1)  All  infantry  battalion  commanders  were  applied  with  an 
OH-13  )for  oeim.snd  and  control.  The  Brigade  CP  group  operated  from  a  UH-1D 
equipped  with  a  co»r  id.  console, 

(7)  Resupply  of  the  battalions  in  the  field  wee  accomplished  by 
UH-lD  helicopter. 

(?  '  ©1M3  helicopters  f  t\>a  the  3d  Brig  .  c  *x'  r.tion  Section  had 
provided  day  ana  night  surveillance  rX  the  Brigade  TASK  prior  to  the  battle  *n 
5  March  and  cberrvrd  ^  after  the  battle  to  detcmtno  1  e  VO  routes  of  with¬ 
drawal. 

(/  )  UH  U)  helicopters  v/er*  utilized  in  4  he  *  :  rorbi.le  assaults  of 
the  1/16  Infancy  aid  IW  2/2  Infantry  cn  5  and  6  net  h  rcHpectively. 

(5)  firmed  helicoptore  provided  support  during  the  operation  and 
assisted  in  the  preparation  of  the  LZ's  on  5  and  6  k  veh  1966. 

c.  US  Air  Force:  During  Operation  COCOh  BuSaCH  73  close  air  support 

sorties  were  flown  In  support  of  the  3d  Brigade  Task  Force,  t&thin  30  minutes 
after  the  Brigade  headquarters  was  notified  of  the  attack  on  the  2/28  Infant *7 
perimeter  on  5  Mar  h,  an  airstrike  was  directed  against  the  attaokin&VC. 
Continuous  close  r  .r  support  missions  v>*re  f]rwn  ir.  rrpport  of  the  2/28  Infantry 
from  050715  March  until  050915  March,  At  05^00  Mr.rrh  an  F-100  was  shot  dewn 
by  ground  fire  wlii  e  making  a  bombing  run.  The  pil*i  ejected  safely  and  was 
picksd  up  by  gr~ur  <  troops  from  tho  2/2  Infantry  within  20  minutes  after  ejsaf* 
ing,  Ths  plane  va.-  a  total  loss,  *t  050915  March  3  s.rti  is  were  used  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  ll  for  thf  asspult  landing  n  the  1/16  Infmtry.  On  6  March  1966  ©pyt 
sorties  wero  used  to  prepare  the  L£  f'-r  ;ne  a»»ault  ian<ung  of  the  2/2  Infamfyc 
The  *ir  Force  is  creo  4  ed  with  killing  150  VC  and  destroying  two  81un  mortar* 
ana  four  50  cal  macMr  guns.  The  air  support  during  Operation  0000a 

BLiaCH  was  outstanding, 

5  Harm  1966 

6  Kerch  966 

:*> 
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8, 


a.  Estimate  of  VC  Strength: 

The  VC  unite  dete mined  to  have  taken  part  in  the  battle  of  LO  Kii 
on  5  harch  were  the  272  Regiment  and  the  ^41  Heavy  weapons  Battalion  which 
normally  supports  the  272  .sgiuent,  list  '.mated  strength  of  the  272  Regiment  plus 
the  441  Battalion  is  2000  men* 

b.  Intelligence  deceived  Prior  to  5  March  1966: 

The  last  reported  locat  ion  of  the  272  Regiment  prior  to  3  March  66 
was  received  28  February  1966  from  Headquarters  1st  Infantry  Division  (source: 
Headquarters,  MaCV),  However,  a  report  was  received  at  3d  Brigade  Headquarters 
on  O42035  March  from  the  CaT  i  a  visor  that  an  unidentified  regimental  size 
unit  was  located  vie  XT7904&5*  This  is  approximately  4  kilometers  northeast  of 
the  location  of  the  Lo  h4  battle  on  5  March,  The  source  of  this  report  was  an 
agent.  The  272  Regiment  haa  previously  been  reported  as  follows: 


Mg 


loa.Tiuj 


buURCa 


{16  Feb  66  XT6545 

19  Feb  66  XT7150 
20  Feb  66  XT7148 
28  Feb  66  XT7044 


III  Corps 
III  Corps 
LIT  Corps 
MaCV 


o.  Situation  Anticipated  in  Objective  urea: 

Reports  indicated  that  a  large  scale  VC  operation  was  either  in  the 
planning,  training  and  supply  phase  or  was  roady  for  execution  in  the  northern 
portion  of  the  Brigade  TaGR.  It  was  anticipated  that  a  large  VC  force  would 
attack  friendly  units  when  committed  to  an  operation  rather  than  attacking  a 
base  camp  area. 


d.  bituati  1  4noountorod  Luring  the  Op-  aticn: 

The  VC  followed  their  established  pattern  of  attacking  a  force  mueh 
smaller  than  thoir  ok  >.  ns  expected,  they  attacked  a  Ub  Force  in  an  operational 
area  away  from  the  bfise  camp.  After  the  battle  and  a  pursuit  was  initiated  the 
VC  withdrew  on  all  Idea  to  scattered  areas.  They  were  routed  into  disorganised, 
email  groups  ana  t  ok  advantage  of  their  knowledge  of  the  jungle  and  terrain  to 
effeot  a  rapid  ret,;  sat. 


e.  Terrs..* n  Features,  Obstacles  and  Weather: 

The  battle  was  fought  in  the  LO  K£  1  lubber  Plantation  which  is  flat 
and  devoid  of  unde  i  brush  except  for  scattered  patches  of  tall  grass  and  hedge¬ 
rows.  Tha  area  to  the  west  of  ths  battle  area  was  thick  jungle.  There  were  no 
’oajor  obstacles  in  the  area.  The  weather,  initially,  was  good.  On  0 50800  Mar 
a  low  stratus  began  to  fora.  By  050830  harsh  a  1900  foot  broken  celling  existed 
and  remained  until  05 1100  March  at  which  time  the  cloud  oover  became  scattered. 
Visibility  below  the  ceiling  was  good  except  for  smoke  in  the  battle  area, 

f.  Surveillance* 

During  and  immediately  following  the  battle  on  5  March,  all  means 
available  were  utilised  for  surveillance  of  the  eneiqy.  Visual  air  and  ground 
reconnaissance  were  employed  during  day].lght  hours.  bLAR,  ft£L  HaZ4,  and  the 
Starlight  Scope  were  used  at  night.  The  RHU  Team  ma^rtainsd  constant  vigilance 
to  detect  eneny  radio  and  CW  transmissions. 

g.  Psychological  Warfare ; 


There  were  no  peycnolngioal  warfare  operations  conducted  during  the 
operation.  Tho  3d  Brigade  d»-«es  not  he  ”0  the  capability  for  conducting  tactical 
psychological  warfare  operations  in  a  timely  and  effective  manner.  Again,  an 
opportunity  to  immediately  exploit  a  target  of  opportunity  (is,  a  major  victory 
and  the  rout  of  an  enemy  force)  was  lost  due  to  improper  organization  of  pereon- 
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nel  and  equipment  of  the  r'ayv/ar  team  attaches  to  the  3d  Brigaue.  Reaction  tine 
to  ootain  either  loudspeaker  broadcast  aircr  ift  and/or  an  appropriate  leaflet  is 
too  long  to  be  of  value.  Hundreds  of  VC  we.e  fleeing  the  battle  area  seeking 
safe  areas,  Tliey  were  susceptible  to  psychological  appeals  and  directions  on 
how  to  surrender.  It  is  believed  that  many  ralliers  were  lost  due  to  inadequate 
Psy/Ope  support,  a  recommendation  as  to  organisation  of  a  tactical  Psy/Ops 
team  is  Veing  prepared  and  will  be  forwarded  to  higher  headquarters  for 
consideration. 

9,  KISS  ION:  The  missions  originally  given  the  2/28  Infantry  in  their 
Operation  Order  13-66  (Operation  COCO*  BEaCH),  dated  2  March  1966  worst 

(a)  Destroy  VC,  their  equipment  and  emplacements. 

(b)  Disrupt  VC  activity, 

(c)  Gain  intelligence. 

(d)  Interdict  VC  supply  routss. 

Upon  coaudttmsnt  of  the  l/l6  Infantry  and  2/2  Infantry  on 
five  and  six  .  .  March  the  mission  of  all  units  was  to  pursue,  find  the 
enemy  anu  destroy  him, 

ID,  powCdPT  9F  QPJtUfloh  t  The  overall  Brigade  concept  of  operation  for 
March,  of  wuich  COCO*  BEACh  was  a  part,  was  to  conuuct  a  series  of  battalion 
site  operations  within  the  3d  Brigade  TaOR,  The  2/28  Infantry  was  the  first 
unit  to  initiate  bfcD  operations  In  their  portion  of  the  Brigade  TaOR  from  3  to 
8  March  1966,  .Vhen  the  2/28  Infantry  had  been  out  for  4  days,  another  infantry 
battalion  would  initiate  a  battalion  S&D  operation  in  their  portion  of  the 
Bxlgade  TaOR.  After  six  days  the  2/28  Infantry  would  return  to  base  oaqp  and 
the  third  infantry  battalion  would  conduct  S&D  operations  in  their  portion  of 
the  Brigade  TAOR.  all  operations  would  be  within  105nn  howitzer  range  of  Lnl 
KHE.  Therefore,  one  or  two  infantry  battalions  would  be  operating  in  the 
Brigade  TaOR  at  all  t  ones. 

This  concept  proved  elfeotive  in  that  a  majrr  engagement  with  the  VC 
occurred  on  5  March  1966,  After  the  battle  of  LO  ME  the  Brigade  concept  was 
altered  so  ae  to  oontit  farces  in  an  attempt  to  find  and  destroy  the  fleeing 
enemy. 


The  2/28  Infantry  initialed  the  Brigade  concept  on  3  March  with  Opera* 
tion  0000a  BRaCH.  The  2 fit  Infantry*  s  concept  for  Operation  ODOQa  BEaCH  was  te 
icvs  by  foot  into  the  area  of  operation  and  set  up  a  battalion  perimeter. 
Companies  would  then  search  and  destroy  from  this  battalion  perimeter.  The 
battalion  would  move  every  two  dtys  to  a  new  area  until  the  entire  area  of 
operation  had  been  searched, 

11*  EXECUTION:  a  day  by  day  description  of  the  execution  phase  of  Opera* 
tion  (3000a  BRaCH  is  included  below.  The  major  action  of  Operation  0000A  HUGH 
was  the  battle  of  L0  KE  on  5  March.  This  action  drastically  altsrso  the  plans 
for  Operation  COCOA  BRACK  and  changed  it  from  a  battalion  S&D  operation  ^Late 
a  Brigade  pursuit  and  destroy  operation.  (NOTE:  a  complete  resume  of  the 
2/26  Inf  entry  acoount  of  the  Battle  of  IO  KE  as  published  in  3d  Brigade  battle 
Bulletin  Number  8  is  attached  as  Incl  1).  >• 

3  March  1966  -  The  2/28  Infantry  initiated  Operation  C000A  BRACK  on 
030700  March,  The  battalion  moved  by  foot  from  LaI  KHE  to  a  battalion  defensive 
position  vie*XT773445#  where  they  dug  in  and  resupplied  by  sir.  During  the 
evening  of  3-4  March  the  2/28  Infantry  placed  out  ambush  patrols  on  likely  enemy 
avenues  of  approaches  aroui-d  the  battalion  perimeter.  There  was  no  enemy  contact 
on  3  March. 
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4  March  1966  —  On  4  iiarch  n.  and  B  Coapanie®  2/28  Infantry  were  dis¬ 
patched  to  the  west  and  north  respectively.  at  041140  harch  a  Company  2/28 
Infantry  sprang  a  VC  aafcuah  at  XT754459  resulting  in  the  routing  of  the  ambush 
force,  C  Company  was  sent  to  assist  a  Company,  a  Company  then  continued  to 
XT? 534  59  where  they  found  a  base  camp  that  could  accomodate  40  to  60  men  and 
contained  tunnels,  foxholes,  documents  and  7  underground  cooking  stoves.  The 
camp  wae  destroyed  and  the  documents  evaluated,  B  Company  had  negative  contact 
but  did  discover  a  large  trench  vie  XT780455  that  ran  for  about  a  kilometer  into 
BaU  iUwG  (XT790458)  end  had  been  recently  occupied  by  a  large  VC  force,  all 
companies  returned  to  the  battalion  perimeter  by  041645  harch  and  resupply  by 
air  was  acconqplished.  The  battalion  remained  in  the  same  perimeter  as  on  3  har 
and  again  dispatched  ambush  patrols  around  the  perimeter, 

5  March  1966  -  On  050030  Mar  an  intelligence  report  received  from  the 
BiSR  CaT  district  advisor  wae  passed  to  the  00  2/28  Infantry,  This  report  was 
that  an  unidentified  VC  regiment  was  located  at  XT79C485  or  about  4  kilometers 
northeast  of  the  2/28  Infantry.  At  0600  hours  the  patrol  from  B  Company  2/28 
Infantry  spotted  a  VC  company  vie  XT768461  and  fired  on  it  inflicting  heavy 
casualties  on  the  VC.  The  patrol  then  moved  back  to  the  2/28  Infantry  perimeter 
where  they  had  to  fight  through  another  VC  company  that  was  preparing  .to  attack. 
At  about  the  same  time,  the  patrol  from  a  Company  spotted  VC  all  around  them 
vie  XT773439  moving  from  east  to  west  ana  this  patrol  fought  its  way  back  to 
the  2/28  Infantry  perimeter.  By  0630  hours  all  patrols  had  returned  to  the  2/28 
Infantry  perimeter  and  at  0635  hours  the  VC  launched  their  first  attack  from  the 
"'"-thwest.  The  Brigade  Headquarters  was  notified  of  the  attack  at  0640  hours 
and  an  FaC  was  sent  up  and  gun  ships  requested.  The  VC  continued  their  attacks 
from  all  directions  but  heavy  fire  from  the  2/26  Infantry,  artillery  fire  and 
air  strikes  stopped  every  attack  resulting  in  heavy  VC  casualties.  At  0745  hrt 
the  1/16  Infantry  was  alerted  for  comnitmenfcvto  assist  the  2/26  Infantry.  At 
0800  hrs  the  2/28  Infantry  was  tunning  low  on  aanunition  and  a  UH-ID  helicopter 
successfully  brought  in  some  ammunition.  The  helicopter  received  he ,-ivy  VC 
ground  fire  and  crashed  short  of  LaI  KHE  killing  all  6  men  aboard,  at  09.30  hrs 
the  1/lA  Infantry  made  a  helicopter  assault  landing  vie  *.1785465  in  on  attempt 
to  cut  off  the  escape  routes  of  the  VC  to  the  north  and  east.  The  1/lb  Infantry 
moved  to  the  west  nr  ling  into  small  group#  of  VC  attempting  to  flee  the  battle¬ 
field,  at  1200  hrs  the  fighting  arounu  the  2/28’  Infantry  perimeter  had  subsided 
so  that  a  patrol  frau  a  Company  2/26  Infantry  moved  to  the  south  in  an  attenpt 
to  mass  contact  with  the  VC.  This  patrol  came  across  a  company  digging  in 
along  the  roau  vie  XT 773439.  The  oompany  wae  oriented  to  the  south  so  as  to 
block  any  attenpt  to  reinforce  the  2/28  Infantry  by  land  from  Lai  KHM,  The 
;v*trol  backed  off  rod  artillery  fire  was  called  in  en  top  of  this  VC  company. 

At  1430  hrs  the  l/*6  Infantry  linked  up  with  the  2/28  Infantry  and  the  battle 
*if  LO  KE  was  over.  The  VC  had  bean  completely  beaten  and  routed  leaving  over 
200  bodies  arounu  The  2/28  Infantry  perimeter.  The  remainder  of  the  5th  of 
March  wae  spent  in  policing  ana  smerehlng  the  battlefield.  The  1/16  Infantry 
and  the  2/28  Infantry  want  into  a  perimeter  for  the  night  of  5-6  harch  in  the 
area  of  the  battlefield, 

6  March  1966  -  On  the  morning  ($f  6  harch  the  1/16  Infantry  ana  the 
2/28  Infantry  continued  to  police  and  search  the  area  around  the  battlefield. 
Intelligence  reports  indicated  that  the  probable  escape  route  for  the  VC  had 
been  to  the  west  and  north.  This  information  was  received  from  several  BOw's 
who  indicated  that  their  rally  point  after  tne  battle  was  in  the  vie  of  ittiA  HaT 
(XT6949).  Based  on  what  little  information  was  available,  the  Brigade  00  de¬ 
cided  to  conmit  the  2/2  Infantry  to  the  west  in  an  attempt  to  catch  some  ea¬ 
rning  VC  and  to  search  and  destroy  toward  the  east  in  order  to  gain  more 
intelligence  on  the  VC  whereabouts.  The  2/2  Infantry  made  a  helicopter  assault 
landing  vie  XT707439  at  060900  March  1966,  The  landing  was  unopposed  and  the 
2/2  Infantry  moved  east  to  link  up  with  the  1/16  Infantry  who  occupied  a  block¬ 
ing  position  vie  XT769460,  The  2/2  Infantry  had  negative  contact  accept  for 
snipers.  The  2/2  Infantry  did  find  several  fresh  graves  and  corns  bluudy  bandages 
that  did  indicate  that  a  portion  of  the  VC  regiment  had  in  fact  wlihdra'./u  toward 
the  northwest.  The  2/28  infantry,  after  sweeping  the  battlefield  and  tho  vil¬ 
lage  of  BaU  BakG,  returned  to  LaI  XHjS  and  Operation  0000a  #MaCh  was  terminated 

on  061700  March  1966. 
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SUBJECT:  Oofcib  .t  Operations  iiftcr  »etio  >  ( r-u. <'r/itCl»/J3/32) 


12,  mfrULTb : 


a,  Brwmy  Losses: 

(1)  ground  the  2/28  Infonl  <  /  perimeter  r.t  LO  lui  129  J£C  bodins- 
wore  found,  due  to  darkness,  tike  areas  ‘urther  out  from  the  perimeter  were 
net  searched  until  the  following  da/,  -  ..rstrlkos  ana  artillery  hit  groups 
of  VC  as  far  as  Z  kilometers  from  tn,  2/28  Infantry  ptirlmetor,  aye  witness 
reports  from  artillery  FO*s,  FaC*s  ana  tho  Brigade  CO  in  the  air  al>ng  with 
agent  reports  received  after  the  battle  indicate  that  .at  least  460  VC  were 
killed  during  the  battle, 

(2)  Captured  Equipment: 


ITjK 


4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

9 

13 

850 

3 

8 

32 

2500 

30 

Thousands  of 


50  cal  MG 

6Ckzm  mortar  base  plate 
Mount,  57 hit 
Medical  kit  (large) 
nT  weapon 
Submachine  guns 
automatic  rifles 
idLfles 

Hounos  50  cal  ammunition 
Houma  57™  xui  auaunition 
Hounds  aT  ammunition 
Hounds  6Cmm  mortar  ammunition 
Hounds  30  oal  ammunition 
Hand  grenades 

feet  of  electrical  wire  and  Miscellaneous  web 


equipment  and  clothing 


(3)  Dfc  troyed  lSquipment: 


b. 


150  Hand  grenades 

2  81mm  mortars 

3  60mm  mortars 

frlenr^r  Losses:  iLtTB 

3  March 

4  March 

5  March 

6  March 


1 

57iaa  HH 

4 

50  cal  MG 

1 

Bicycle 

Ua 

iHji 

1966 

S 

0 

1966 

3 

4 

1966 

10 

25 

1966 

0 

0 

13,  /OJtiL^lbTiLiTlVd  M.TTi^iS i  Initially  the  battalion  S4,  2/28  Inf  planned 
and  coordinated  the  resupply  by  air  of  the  2/28  Inf,  Luring  the  course  ef  the 
battle  of  Lu  lui  cu  5  March  it  beecnw  apparent  that  the  Brigade  needed  a  para* 
chute  resupply  capability.  Two  hours  after  the  battle  started,  emergency  re¬ 
supply  of  ammunition  was  requested,  The  b4,  2/26  Inf,  loaded  a  UH1D  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  battle  area.  The  ammunition  wac  delivered  but  at  a  cost  *)f  f  men 
killed  and  1  UHli'  destroyed.  The  battalias  out  of  neeessity  go  on  operations 
lightly  loaded,  which  places  the  burden  oil  the  Brigade  to  insure  that  they  can 
be  resupplied  with  the  items  they  need  anu  in  the  quantities  requested,  i£g- 
perlenee  has  shown  that  all  four  major  er  ntacts  with  the  enemy  by  units  of  the 
3d  Brigade  have  resulted  in  the  necessity  of  resupplying  during  the  battle,  * 
parachute  delivery  capability  should  be  readily  available  to  the  Bvigcde, 


14,  OUBCLUblOiiL)  naU  i»jb6Ufc>  LaMiUluL: 
a.  Conclusions  * 


(1)  FCL's  must  be  established  for  coordination  of  artillery/*ir 
Force  support  so  that  continuous  support  is  provided  anu  neither  on  oust 
"stand-down," 


/ 


* 

JiVld-WB-C  , 

tp  'ZCT.  ComhA4-  -  it  *  on  He  port  (±utCV/kCo/J3/32) 

(  ’;  /tfl  intell^jtfnce  ^oto  ^urreurv<Mh<j  an  gee*  of  operati  on  rust 
be  mad*  available  to  the  i-ommanasr.-. 

(3)  The  Brigade  roxat  have  the  'ap ability  to  ro supply  a  unit  by 
parachute  a  a  during  an  en^ageuiT-t  reaupplj  by  helicopter  may  be  impossible  or 
nay  result  in  v.oatly  loss  of  ajrcnsft  sr*3  li/ao, 

(4)  All  means  of  gather in*  intelligence  in  order  to  determine  tho 
route  or  routes  of  withdrawal  of  the  eneiqy  mat  be  utilized  in  order  that  an 
effective  pursuit  car  be  immediately  Initiated  and  the  enemy  destroyed, 

(5)  It  ie  extremely  important  that  units  dig  in  wo.ll  and  have 
an  extensive  security  plan  to  include  patrols  and  LP’s  in  order  to  provont  a 
surprise  attack, 

(6)  Reaction  forces  must  be  committed  when  sufficient  information 
is  available  to  determine  the  VC  min  attack  and  his  most  probable  route  of  with* 
drawal  in  order  tp  cut  him  off  and  destroy  him.  Once  the  reaction  force  is  com¬ 
mitted  it  must  push  the  attach  aggressively  and  remain  flexible  so  as  tp  react 

to  any  enemy  actions.  The  pursuit  must  be  initiated  as  soon  as  it  is  apparent 
that  the  enemy  is  withdrawing 

b.  .‘to  commendation'' 

(1)  That  a  Psy/Ops  teas  v.ith  the  capability  to  give  immediate 
leaflet  and  loudspeaker  ev.uport  b«  svai  lablo  Vn  tho  Brigade.. 

(2)  That  a  parachute  delivery  capability  be  available  for  imme¬ 
diate  use  by  the  Brigade  if  the  nscesai  ty  ex-  d.ves, 

15#  QUHlUtU  J-iWi’S  : 

Operation  00 Oja  BiVtCu  rti  nf  orcel  the  belief  tnat  small  battalion  S&D 
operations  in  the  Brigade  TaQH  a v&  more  likely  to  produce  contact  with  a  large 
VC  unit  than  the  larf  •  Brigado  end  Dtlv  1  cl  >n  oi./.n  operations.  The  outstanding 
conduct  of  the  defence  by  the  2/76  Infantry,  the.  speedy  and  aggressive  reaction 
by  the  1/16  Infantry  and  the  '■at  at  an  ling  artillery  and  close  air  support  com¬ 
bined  to  make  this  t  oration  a  complete  success. 

Once  it  hex.  been  determined  that  the  2/28  Infantry  was  under  an  attaek 
by  a  large  VC  regimsnt,  the  crigi.ool  plans  for  Operation  OOCOa  B-jaUI  were  no 
longer  applicable  md  the  operation  changed  fiom  a  S&D  operation  to  a  pursuit 
and  destroy  mission.  The  enemy  had  boon  located.  The  heaviest  and  most  persis¬ 
tent  attacks  on  the  2/28  Infantry  pciv.nv'tor  in  the  early  hours  of  the  battle 
wore  coming  from  i  he  northeast.  Thus,  tho  decision  was  made  to  airlift  the 
1/16  Infantry  to  ihe  northeast  of  tho  battle  area  in  an  attempt  to  cut  off  VC 
escape  routes  to  t  ie  north  and  eaci  and  l-o  place  the  main  VC  force  between  the 
2/28  Infantry  and  ihe  l/l6  Infancy  ,ir  u.  t,o  destroy  it.  The  results  proved 
this  to  be  a  oauri  decision  as  tho  Vu  Infantry  did  encounter  many  groups  of 
floelng  enc^y,  Coop  lets  destruction  of  the  enemy  force  was  not  accomplished  as 
the  VC  units  were  broken  down  into  nunureus  avail  groups  that  fled  in  all 
directions  and  eluded  their  pursuers.. 


On  the  o  ming  of  6  March,  after  am.iyaiug  all  intelligence  data 
available  inMnoin,-  reports  of  P0<^  3  esptu-cd  in  the  battle,  the  decision  was 
made  to  commit  the  2/2  Infantry  to  the  vfefe  •  x  uio  batuu*  auea.  It  was  believed 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  enemy  force  may  have  escaped  to  the  west  and  north. 
Since  it  wae  known  thet  the  VC  had  suf  fered  many  casualties,  it  was  hoped  that 
the  2/2  Infantry’s  sw>r;p  frc.i  tho  west  to  the  battle  area  might  turn  up  more 
enemy  dead  and  wourded  and  recover  abandoned  VC  equipment.  It  v/as  realized  at 
this  lias  that  the  larding  of  .ho  2/2  Infantry  was  too  late  to  cut  off  any  fords 
which  may  have  fled  f -am  t.he  br"tl«*  am.'*  nn  the  5th  .^f  Marsh,  The  main  purpose 
of  landing  the  2/2  Infantry  rr.  th*  6th  war  to  aid  in  searching  and  policing  the 
battle  aroa  and  in  attempting  to  g.vi  ir  ’• eti.«  r.or.co  as  to  tho  probable  location 
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of  the  defeated  VC  forces.  The  decision  not  to  eouodt  the  2/2  Infantry  on  the 
5th  of  March  proved  to  be  a  sound  decision  because  no  accurate  information  as 
to  the  route  of  the  VC  withdrawal  was  available  pn  tfte  5th.  The  corral t.ment 
of  the  Brigade's  last  naaeuver  element  without  adequate  intelligence  as  to  the 
location  of  the  enemy  force  would  not  have  been  appropriate . 

Operation  CuGOh  BiWtCh  confirmed  that  the  VC  are  no  match  for  a  US  unit 
when  the  VC  elect  to  attack  or  to  stand  and  fight  in  force.  The  tenacity  and 
the  aggressiveness  of  the  US  infantryman  when  backed  up  by  the  tremendous  fire 
support  available  to  him  remains  unbeatable. 


h-lneX 

WILLLiM  U  BdCUBdQk, 

a- 

Ccpies  Furnished: 

Colonel,  Infantry 
Counandlng 

HaCV  J2 
MACT 

Commander  2d  air  Div 
Commanding  General  1st  Inf  QLv 
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Isolesuxe  1  (Bmum  af  CooiMti  of  tho  Commanding  Officer  of  the  2d  Battalion 
28th  Infantry  on  tho  Battle  of  LO  KE  on  5  'March  1 966 )  to  3d  Brigade  Battle 
Bulletin  Number  Sight  (U) 


1*  Preparation*  Before  the  Battle*  On  3  March,  in  aooordanoe  with  3d 
Brigade  Operation  BOSTON,  the  2/28  Infantiy  initiated  Operation  COCOA  BEACH* 
The  nieelon  of  Operation  COCOA  B5ACH  waa  tot 

a*  Search  and  destroy  the  eneoy  within  the  battalion  TAOR* 

b*  Develop  intelligence. 

o*  Confirm  intelligence  reports* 

d*  Interdict  enemy  supply  routes* 

The  2/28  Infantry  moved  by  foot  to  the  north  at  030800  Mar  66*  No 
▼ehioles  were  taken*  The  battalion  moved  to  a  position  vio  .^7704^8  which 
was  tentatively  selected  for  the  RON  position  but  was  unsuitable  because  of 
the  tall  grass*  The  32,  from  the  air,  picked  out  another  area  vio  XT775444 
which  proved  to  be  suitable*  The  area  was  wide  open  and  the  rubber  planta¬ 
tion  to  the  south  was  devoid  of  brush  and  undergrowth*  The  battalion  went 
into  a  tight  perimeter  defense  and  proceeded  to  dig  in  (see  attached  sketch)* 
Picks  end  shovels  were  brought  in  by  helicopter  to  aid  digging*  During  the 
evening  of  3  •  4  March  three  ambush  patrols  wore  placed  out*  The  evening 
passed  with  no  incidents  or  contact* 

On  4  March  one  company  was  dispatched  to  the  we3t  to  oheok  out  intelli¬ 
gence  information  that  there  was  a  VC  base  camp  looated  vio  XT758460*  The 
oonpany  did  find  the  base  camp  which  was  defended  by  about  10  VC*  A  small 
fire  fight  developed  resulting  in  1  friendly  KIA  and  2  WIA,  Inside  the  base 
camp  they  found  4  or  3  small  huts,  warm  rice  and  fish  and  several  large 
underground  cooking  stoves*  The  camp  appeared  to  be  a  way  station  along  the 
sain  supply  route*  Also,  on  4  March,  one  oompany  was  sent  about  3  kms  to  the 
north  to  searoh  and  destroy*  The  oompany  moved  north  and  checked  out  the 
plantation  buildings  (sketch)*  They  found  nothing  but  on  their  return  they 
found  a  huge  trench  (Trench  #1  on  Me  etch)  that  ran  for  about  2  kms  from  BAU 
BANG  towards  the  west*  The  trench  was  about  9  feet  deep  and  had  holee  dug 
into  the  Bides  for  protection  and  for  cooking  food*  The  trench  obviously 
had  hsld  a  large  force  end  was  occupied  as  recently  as  two  days  earlier* 

This  find  disturbed  the  battalion  CO  very  much.  The  battalion  CO  went  to 
the  Brigade  headquarters  and  coordinated  with  the  Air  Force  LNO  and  Arty  LNO 
to  insure  that  they  knew  of  this  trenoh  and  knew  exactly  where  the  2/28  Inf 
perimeter  was*  The  battalion  CO  then  returned  to  the  battalion  perimeter  and 
insured  that  all  positions  wars  deep  and  well  aonstruoted* 

The  2/28  Inf  made  preparations  to  move  the  battalion  to  the  west  at  050900 
hours  March  1966*  The  CO,  2/28  Infantxy,  did  not  want  to  move  too  early  in 
the  morning  as  this  is  a  very  vulnerable  time*  The  deoision  to  move  at  0900 
hours  would  give  the  battalion  ample  time  to  complete  resupply  and  sufficient 
daylight  to  prevent  a  VC  surprise  attack* 

Daring  the  evening  of  4  -  5  March  three  patrols  were  deployed  after 
dark  (sat  sketch)*  The  battalion  CO  speexfied  that  each  patrol  would  con¬ 
sist  of  at  least  15  men  and  a  radio*  A  four  man  LF  was  also  dispatohed  to 
the  edge  of  the  jungle  to  the  west* 

At  050030  March  1966  the  battalion  CO  reoeived  a  radio  call  from  the 
Brigade  32  sergeant  notifying  him  that  a  report  had  just  been  reoeived  from 
the  BUT  CAT  District  Advisor  tlat  a  VC  regiment  was  looated  to  the  northeast 
of  BAD  BANC*  This  report  disturbed  the  battalion  CO  very  much,  for  if  it 
were,  true  It  placed  the  VC  regiment  about  4  kms  from  the  2/28  Infantry  peri¬ 
meter*  Having  knowledge  of  the  reoently  occupied  trench  to  the  northeast  the 
battalion  CO  believed  the  report  and  personnaly  alerted  all  the  oompany  com¬ 
manders*  At  050530  March  the  2/28  Infantry  conducted  stand  to* 
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2*  The  Battle*  At  about  030345  March  Patrol  B  ( sketch )  with  Lt  Hibbs  as 
patrol  leader,  heard  noisee  to  the  east  and  notified  the  battalion* 

At  0615  hours  Lt  Hibbs'  patrol  saw  a  group  of  civilians  (mostly  women 
and  children)  coming  down  Route  RED  (sketch)  from  the  east*  They  were  mov¬ 
ing  slowly*  Some  of  the  women  were  carrying  weapons  end  almost  all  of  the 
children  were  carrying  ammunition*  When  they  got  to  within  100  meters  of 
the  patrol  they  halted*  Then  from  the  north  along  Route  BLUE  (sketch)  Lt  Qib 
saw  an  estimated  VC  company  double  timing  toward  his  position*  (Note*  It  war: 
still  dark  at  this  time  but  Lt  Hibbs  had  a  Starlight  Scope  on  his  weapon*) 
When  the  VC  got  to  within  50  meters  of  the  patrol  they  halted*  The  VC  obvious 
ly  had  been  running  for  a  long  time  so  they  began  to  cough  and  spit  when  they 
halted*  Prom  behind  this  group  of  VC  a  baldheaded  man  in  a  white  robe  came 
forward  with  2  or  3  other  men,  and  they  walked  down  Route  BLUE  and  turned 
east  on  Route  RED  to  join  the  civilians  who  were  waiting*  The  bald  man  be¬ 
gan  to  talk  to  the  civilians*  He  seemed  to  be  telling  the  civilians  to  fol¬ 
low  him  but  they  were  a  bit  reluctant.  The  talking  became  quite  loud*  Mean¬ 
while,  Lt  Hibbs  had  repositioned  his  2  Claymore  mines  so  as  to  fire  down  the 
road  where  the  VC  company  was  halted.  He  had  also  gone  to  eaoh  man  in  the 
patrol  and  given  them  instructions  on  what  to  do*  Each  man  had  carried  about 
8  hrnd  grenades.  Finally,  the  man  in  the  white  robe  left  the  civilians  and 
rejoined  the  VC  company.  He  began  leading  them  down  Route  RED  toward  the 
2/28  perimeter.  Y/hen  the  VC  company  was  in  the  killing  zone  Lt  Hibbs  fired 
the  two  Claymores,  killing  numerous  VC.  The  patrol  then  jumped  up  and  startec 
throwing  hand  grenades*  Lt  Hibbs  jumped  into  the  road  and  tried  to  kill  the 
man  in  the  white  robe  but  he  apparently  missed  him*  By  this  time,  the  VC  to 
the  rear,  who  had  not  been  hit  by  the  Claymores,  began  to  fire*  Lt  Hibbs 
instructed  the  patrol  to  return  to  the  2/28  perimeter  and  he  covered  them  by 
throwing  more  grenades  and  firing  his  HI 6.  Lt  Hibbs  then  rejoined  the  patrol* 
The  patrol  members  remember  seeing  numerous  VC  dead  along  the  road  and  casing 
a  small  boy  running  around  in  circles  who  had  obviously  been  hit  by  the 
Claymore*  Apparently,  the  head  of  the  column  of  civilians  had  progressed 
down  Route  RED  to  the  intersection  with  Route  BLUE  and  several  civilians  had 
been  caught  in  the  Claymore  firing  area.  (NOTE*  On  7  March  two  badly 
wounded  ohildren  got  on  a  bus  at  3  U  BANG  and  were  picked  up  by  the  HP's  at 
the  south  check  point*  They  had  bean  hit  ly  shrapnel  and  were  probably  in 
this  group  of  civilians  that  Lt  Hibbs  had  seen.) 

In  the  2/20  Infantry  perir.elor  this  action  was  heard  and  the  battalion 
was  completely  alert* 

Meanwhile,  Lt  Hibbs'  patrol  moved  south  along  Route  BLUE  to  rejoin  the 
battalion*  fcThen  they  reached  Position  X  (sketch)  they  ran  into  a  VC  unit 
(estimated  at  least  1  company)  deploying  to  attack  the  2/28  Infantry  peri¬ 
meter*  They  ran  into  the  rear  of  the  VC  and  oaused  some  confusion*  Then, 
a  few  of  the  VC  fired  on  Lt  Hibbs'  patrol.  The  patrol,  thinking  they  had 
run  into  3  Company's  lines,  began  yelling  "Bravo,  bravo,  bravo."  All  around 
them  they  heard  men  with  obvious  Vietnamese  accents  saying  "Bravo."  But, 
they  heard  one  voice  in  excellent  American  English  s:y  "Bravo  over  here." 

Lt  Hibbs  said  "Like  hell,  those  are  VC"  and  the  patrol  fired  on  the  VC  with 
Ml6's  and  threw  more  hand  grenadeB.  The  patrol  fought  through  the  VC  and 
reached  the  2/28  perimeter  at  about  0635  hours*  Y/hen  the  patrol  had  just 
about  olosod,  it  was  discovered  that  one  man  had  been  wounded  in  the  elbow 
and  was  a  bit  dazed.  A  sergeant  and  Lt  Hibbs  went  baok  to  get  the  man.  B*r 
this  time,  Lt  Hibbs  had  been  wounded  in  the  leg.  Also,  the  VC  to  the  north¬ 
west  had  begun  to  place  heavy  fire  on  the  2/28  perimeter  and  had  at  least 
two  30  oal  machineguns  set  up  along  Route  BLUE.  The  sergeant  picked  up  and 
brought  back  the  wounded  man  but  Lt  Hibbs  continued  on  to  try  and  destroy 
the  two  machineguns.  Lt  Hibbs  wasn't  seen  alive  again.  Lt  Hibbs'  patrol 
had  accomplished  many  things  and  was  the  key  to  the  complete  sucoess  that 
followed*  His  actions* 

(a)  Alerted  the  2d  Battalion  28  Infantry 

(b)  Destroyed  the  better  part  of  one  company  of  VC 
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(o)  Disrupted  an  attacking  unit  and  caused  them  to  attack 

prematurely. 

While  this  action  was  going  on,  at  about  0615  hours,  Patrol  A  spotted 

■any  TO  moving  from  the  e'st  to  the  west.  Before  they  knew  it  there  wc-ra  VC 

all  around  them.  Since  it  was  still  dark,  the  patrol  mingled  with  the  TO  h/id 
headed  towards  the  2/28  Infantry  perimeter.  '7hen  they  got  through  most  of 
the  VC  they  fired  on  the  VC  around  them  and  headed  for  the  2/28  Infantry 
perimeter.  At  about  this  time,  the  VC  began  firing  81mm  mortars  from  vie  of 

the  plantation  buildings.  The  mortar  rounds  missed  tho  2/28  Infantry  and 

vent  about  300  meters  to  the  south  and  landed  in  among  the  VC  who  were  moving 
vest.  Patrol  A  reported  they  were  oertain  that  the  VC  mortars  hit  some  of 
their  own  men  and  the  oonfusion  caused  by  the  mortars  aided  the  patrol  in 
getting  back  safely.  Patrol  C  had  come  back  in  at  0630  hours  with  no 
contact.  The  four  man  LP  withdrew  when  they  had  heard  VC  movement  co  the 
west. 


The  first  VC  attaok  orme  at  approximately  0635  hours  from  the  northwee  • 
(sketch  Arrow  ).  This  attaok  was  triggered  prematurely  by  Lt  Bibbs'  pa  trol- 
This  attaok  was  haltad  by  the  intense  small  arms  fire  from  the  2/28  Infantry 
perimeter.  At  0645  hours  the  VC  attacked  from  the  northeast  (Arrow  ,/2).  At 
0655  hours  an  attack  came  from  the  east.  Brigade  headquarters  was  notified 
at  approximately  O64O  hours  and  a  FAC  and  helicopter  fire  team  were  requested 
The  FAC  was  airborne  within  minutes  and  a  flight  of  fighters  arrived  and 
dumped  their  bombs  on  an  attack  from  the  west  (Arrow  ;'M)  at  0715  hours.  Con 
eidering  the  gun* target  line  and  to  insure  that  all  support  could  be  used  the 
deoision  had  been  made  to  fire  artillery  to  the  south  and  west  and  use  air  tw 
the  north  and  east  of  the  2/28  Infantry  perimeter.  Airstrihes  were  conducted 
throughout  the  morning  and  these  striJ.es  in  conjunction  with  the  artillery 
support  and  stiff  infantry  defence  pounded  the  enenjy  and  broke  every  aitack. 
The  attaok  from  the  northwest  shifted  more  to  the  north  (Arrow  ,1-5)  t.s  the  VC 
attempted  to  find  cover  in  Trenoh 

At  0800  hours  the  firing  died  down.  Therefore,  an  attempt  was  made  to 
get  a  resupply  of  ammunition.  The  helicopter  was  told  to  make  one  high  pass 
and  see  if  it  would  draw  any  fire  and,  if  not,  to  come  in.  Suddenly,  a  TJH1D 
came  over  the  tree  tops  and  into  tho  2/28  Infantry  perimeter  from  the  east. 

The  VC  opened  up  on  it  with  everything  they  had.  The  UH1D  landed  in  the  north 
west  corner  of  the  2/28  Infantry  perimeter  and  the  load  of  ammunition  was 
kloked  off.  The  helioopter  was  receiving  unusually  heavy  fire  from  small  arm. 
and  machine  guns  including  at  least  one  50  oal  machinegun.  The  helicopter 
took  off  and  headed  toward  LAI  KHE.  The  battalion  commander  felt  it  wouldn't 
make  lt  and  notified  Brigade  headquarters  to  be  on  the  lookout  for  a  crippled 
helicopter.  The  helioopter  did  orash  just  short  of  L  I  KBS.  The  attaoks 
from  eveiy  direction  but  from  the  northeast  faltered  and  halted.  The  attack 
from  the  northeast  continued  throughout  the  morning  but  when  the  l/lo  Infantry 
landed  behind  the  VC  at  approximately  0930  hours,  the  VC  were  routed. 

At  approximately  1200  hours  the  firing  died  down  and  A  Company  2/28  Inf 
atilt  a  patrol  to  the  south.  This  patrol  ran  into  an  estimated  VC  company 
digging  in  and  facing  south  at  Trench  'fi  (sketch).  It  appeared  as  though 
this  force  was  attempting  to  ambush  a  relief  force  if  one  had  been  sent  from 
LAI  KH2  on  the  ground.  The  patrol  fired  on  the  VC  but  received  a  heavy  volum  - 
of  return  fire  and  so  withdrew.  The  artillery  fired  on  this  VC  company  using 
VT  fuzes.  At  1230  hours  the  attack  against  the  2/20  Infantry  perimeter  oeaser 
The  closest  tho  TO  ever  got  to  the  perimeter  of  the  2/28  Infantry  r/ao  about 
40  meters.  The  l/l6  Infantry  linked  up  with  the  2/28  Infantry  at  1430  hours, 
and  the  battle  was  over. 

3.  After  the  Battle.  During  the  afternoon  of  5  March  the  2/28  Infantry  and 
the  l/lo  Infantry  continued  to  search  the  area  around  the  battlefield. 

Numerous  bodies  and  a  quantity  of  weapons  end  equipment  were  collected  includ¬ 
ing  four  5C  cal  machineguns.  On  6  March  the  2/28  Infantry  continued  to  sweep 
the  area  and  to  acaroh  tho  Village  of  3AU  B.NG,  The  2/2  Infantry  was  com¬ 
mitted  in  the  morning  and  the  2/28  infantry  returned  to  LAI  KHE  on  the  after¬ 
noon  of  6  March  1966. 


Inclosure  1  (Resume  of  LO  K3)  to  Brigade  Battle  bulletin  rr  G  (Continued) 


4*  Factors  Contributing  to  the  Viotory  of  LO  LB  from  the  Viewpoint  of  the 
2d  Battalion  20th  Infantry. 

a.  The  battalion  traveled  light  and  had  no  vehicles.  This  left  the  VC 
very  few  targets  as  everyone  was  in  a  hole.  It  was  evident  that  the  VC  ex¬ 
pected  the  battalion  to  have  vehicles  by  the  large  number  of  anti-tank  weapons 
that  he  carried  but  never  used. 

b.  The  oommander  picked  a  position  that  had  good  fields  of  fire. 

o.  It  is  imperative  to  dig  in  and  dig  in  deeply.  Every  man  must  have  a 
good  fighting  position. 

d.  Patrols  must  be  placed  on  roads  and  intersections  as  the  VC  use  roads 
and  trails  for  movement  at  night  and  avoid  the  jungle. 

e.  Artillery  and  the  air  LNO's  must  know  the  exaot  location  of  the  bat¬ 
talion  positions  and  coordinate  strike  areas  so  that  air  cuid  artillery  oan 
continuously  operate  without  anyone  *s  having  to  "stand  down." 


f.  Intelligence  data  oust  be  disseminated  in  a  timely  manner  to  achieve 
full  benefit  therefrom. 
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